Declaration adopted by the ICAO Council at the Fourth Meeting of the 219th Session
on 9 March 2020 relating to outbreak of novel coronavirus (COVID-19)
The Council of the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO), at its Fourth meeting of the 219th session
held on 9 March 2020:
Recalled Articles 14 and 44 of the Convention on International Civil Aviation;
Affirmed the urgent need to reduce the public health risk of the spread of COVID-19 by air transport and protect the
health of air travellers and aviation personnel;
Stressed the importance of:
a) ensuring that response actions and measures are based on science and facts;
b) cross-sector collaboration and the principles of multilateralism, strong international cooperation and
coordination among all entities involved in the joint action against this public health emergency of
international concern (PHEIC); and
c) providing reliable and timely information to aviation authorities, airlines and other aircraft operators,
airports and the public to help control the further spread of the virus.
Expressed strong support for the calls by the World Health Organization (WHO) for States to perform their own
risk assessments and modify their response measures in accordance with them, taking into account the International
Health Regulations (IHR 2005);
Expressed concern at the economic impact of the COVID-19 outbreak on air transport and civil aviation;
Expressed appreciation for the cooperation of airlines, airports and other industry participants in working with
governments and international organizations to help implement these response measures;
Urged Member States and stakeholders to:
d) apply existing regulations and guidance, particularly the Standards and Recommended Practices (SARPs)
of Annex 9 (Facilitation) and other relevant international standards contained in the other Annexes to the
Convention on International Civil Aviation, when addressing outbreaks of communicable diseases that pose
a public health emergency of international concern;
e) apply existing recommendations and guidance provided by the WHO, in accordance with each country’s
risk assessment and unique circumstances;
f) foster and implement a culture of collaboration and information sharing among public health and civil
aviation authorities through the establishment of National Facilitation Committees comprising all relevant
entities, in line with ICAO provisions;
g) proactively join, contribute to and assist the Collaborative Arrangement for the Prevention and Management
of Public Health Events in Civil Aviation (CAPSCA);
h) take the necessary actions to maintain the sustainability of air transport and the highest level of safety;
Reaffirmed that ICAO would continue to support the aviation sector by working with Member States, other relevant
agencies of the United Nations system, and industry partners such as the International Air Transport Association
(IATA) and Airports Council International (ACI); and
Further reaffirmed that the Council will continue to closely monitor the situation, supports Member States in their
response measures as appropriate, and stands ready to take further action as circumstances develop.
— END —

